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(1) [bookmark: _Ref160429582][Full name of the Researcher]

and

(2) [Name of the University]




[bookmark: LASTCURSORPOSITION] CONFIRMATORY ASSIGNMENT

CONFIRMATORY ASSIGNMENT  

This Assignment dated _________________________________________________ 20[●] is between:

1. [●] an individual, whose home address is at [] (the “Researcher”); and

1. [Name of the University] [an academic institution [incorporated or established] under [statute or charter in England and Wales],] whose [principal address or registered office] is at [address] (“the University”). 

The University and the Researcher together shall be referred to as the “Parties” and individually shall be referred to as a “Party”.

BACKGROUND

A. The Researcher is [an employee] of the University and, during the course of his/her employment and/or engagement duties (each, “Engagement”), has developed certain [technology, inventions, and know-how] relating to [insert a brief description of the Technology] (together, the “Technology”).

B. The terms and conditions of the Researcher’s Engagement with the University require the Researcher to execute a confirmatory assignment to the University in respect of certain intellectual property rights developed by the Researcher during the course of his/her Engagement duties. 

C. [bookmark: _Hlk63089814]Accordingly, the purpose of this Assignment is for the Researcher to assign, or to confirm the assignment of, all his/her rights, title and interest in and to such Technology to the University, all in accordance with the provisions of this Assignment. 

The Parties agree as follows:
1. Definitions
1.1 Definitions. In this Assignment, the following words shall have the following meanings:
	Assigned IP
	[All Intellectual Property described in the attached Schedule or otherwise embodied in the Technology].

	Intellectual Property Rights
	patents, utility models, rights to and in inventions, copyright and neighbouring and related rights, trade marks and service marks, rights in designs, database rights, rights in confidential information (including know-how and trade secrets), moral rights and all other intellectual property rights, in each case whether registered or unregistered and including all applications and rights to apply for and be granted, renewals or extensions of, and rights to claim priority from, such rights and all similar or equivalent rights or forms of protection which subsist or will subsist now or in the future in any part of the world.

	[Patents]
	[The patent(s) and patent application(s) identified in the Schedule[, and any future patents and patent applications which are based upon or derive priority from those listed in the Schedule.]] , 

	Schedule
	the schedule attached to this Assignment, which forms part of this Assignment.


2. [bookmark: _Ref160870039]Assignment
2.1 [bookmark: _Ref179718902]Assignment. In consideration of [£1.00], the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, the Researcher hereby assigns and transfers (by way of confirmatory assignment) to the University absolutely with full title guarantee all his/her right, title, and interest in and to the Assigned IP, which assignment and transfer is hereby accepted by the University.
2.2 [bookmark: _Ref160002636]Further details of assignment. Without limiting the scope of Clause 2.1, the assignment effected by Clause 2.1 shall include the assignment and transfer to the University of:

(a) [bookmark: _Ref179885575][bookmark: _Ref421284935]all patents and other intellectual property that may be granted pursuant to any applications listed in the Schedule, as well as all patents and other intellectual property that may derive priority from or have equivalent claims to or be based upon the Assigned IP in any country of the world (and including supplementary protection certificates, divisions, continuations, continuations in part, reissues, and extensions), and the Assigned IP shall be deemed to include all such items of property;

(b) the right to apply for, and obtain, any item of intellectual property referred to in Clause 2.2(a), including (but not limited to) the right to claim priority for this and subsequent applications;

(c) any and all rights of priority that may be generated by any of the Assigned IP;

(d) [bookmark: _Ref179790912]any unregistered intellectual property listed in the Schedule;

(e) [bookmark: _Ref179882382][bookmark: _Ref160002653][bookmark: _Ref179790948]the entire right, title, and interest in and to the existing and/or future copyright, and rights in the nature of copyright, in the works listed in the Schedule throughout the world for the full term of the copyright in them and all renewals and extensions of such rights; 

(f) all rights in respect of any know-how that is listed in the Schedule; 

(g) all rights of ownership of any materials that are listed in the Schedule; and

(h) [bookmark: _Ref160002657][bookmark: _Ref179790972]all rights of action, powers, and benefits arising from ownership of the Assigned IP, including the right to sue for damages and other legal and equitable remedies in respect of all causes of action arising before, on, or after the date of this Assignment.
2.3 [bookmark: _Ref160002669][bookmark: _Ref179887261]Further assurances. The Researcher agrees to execute all such documents and give all such assistance as the University may reasonably require, at the University’s reasonable administrative expense, including:

(a) to secure the vesting in the University of all rights in the Assigned IP;

(b) to uphold the University’s (or any successor in title’s) rights in the Assigned IP;

(c) to defeat any challenge to the validity of, and resolve any questions concerning, the Assigned IP; 

(d) [bookmark: _Ref179796371]to enable the University or its nominee to enjoy (i) the full benefit of the property and rights assigned in this Assignment, and (ii) the exclusive benefit of any extension or further grant of patents vested in the University by virtue of this Assignment; and 
(e) to apply for, and endeavour to assist in the obtaining of, patents and/or similar protection for the Assigned IP and any improvements of it in any country of the world.
2.4 [Attorney. The Researcher hereby appoints the University to be his/her attorney and to execute documents on his/her behalf and to do all things necessary or desirable to obtain the full benefit of this Assignment. This power of attorney may not be revoked by the Researcher without the prior written consent of the University. This power of attorney entitles the University to take all steps and all actions that this Assignment requires the Researcher to take.]	Comment by James Wagstaff: Author comment: Power of Attorney Clause. Note to The University: If using this clause, the Assignment must be amended to restructure (and execute) as a deed in order for this provision to be effective.
2.5 Registration. The University is entitled to notify, on the Researcher’s behalf, the assignment provided for by this Clause 2, to the relevant IP registers. The costs of making such notifications will be borne by the University. 
2.6 Moral rights. The Researcher waives absolutely their moral rights (if any) arising under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 in relation to the Assigned IP and, so far as is legally possible, any broadly equivalent rights the Researcher may have in any territory of the world.
[Revenue sharing. The University shall where appropriate pay to the Researcher a proportion of the revenues attributable to exploitation of the Assigned IP accruing to the University strictly in accordance with its [insert name of the relevant policy] Policy as may be amended from time to time.]
3. [bookmark: _Ref160002673][bookmark: _Ref179718837]Warranties
3.1 Disclosure. The Researcher represents and warrants to the University that: 
(a) he/she is the only creator/inventor of the Assigned IP [except for insert name of co-creators/inventors].
(b) he/she has not licensed or assigned any of the Assigned IP to a third party, nor given or promised a third party any rights in or to any of the Assigned IP, nor been, and is not currently, a party to any agreement or understanding which would in any manner be inconsistent with the assignment of rights provided for in this Assignment; and  
(c) he/she has disclosed to the University in writing the names of all persons of whom he/she is aware who might have rights in the Assigned IP, including any other persons who were involved in developing the Assigned IP, and any organisations that funded the development of the Assigned IP.
3.2 Acknowledgements. The University acknowledges that, without prejudice to the representations and warranties set out in clause 3.1 above, the Researcher: 
(a) has not performed any searches or investigations into the existence of any third-party rights that may affect any of the Assigned IP; and
(b) does not warrant or guarantee the validity of any of the Assigned IP or that the Assigned IP does not infringe any valid and subsisting patent or other rights held by any third party. 
4. General
4.1 Interpretation. 
(a) Except where otherwise stated:
(i) any reference in this Assignment to a Clause or a Schedule is to a clause of or a schedule to this Assignment;
(ii) the provisions of the Schedule shall form part of this Assignment as if set out here;
(iii) the headings in this document are inserted for convenience only and shall not affect the construction or interpretation of this Assignment; and
(iv) where the word “including” is used in this Assignment, it shall be understood as meaning “including without limitation”.
(b) This Assignment is without prejudice to any ownership rights that the University may have in the Assigned IP by virtue of any employment or other contract with the Researcher. 
4.2 No time limit. The obligations under this Assignment shall continue in force without limit of time. 
4.3 Exclusion of third-party rights. Unless expressly provided in this Assignment, no term of this Assignment is enforceable pursuant to the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999, at common law or otherwise  by any person who is not a party to it.
4.4 [bookmark: _Ref62859211]Notices. 
(a) [bookmark: _Ref62859261]Any notice to be given under this Assignment shall be in writing and shall be sent by post, to the address of the relevant Party set out at the head of this Assignment, or by email (copy by post) to the relevant email address set out below, or to such other postal or email address as that Party may from time to time notify to the other Party in accordance with this Clause 4.4. The email addresses of the Parties are as follows: the University – [●]; the Researcher – [insert personal email address].
(b) Notices sent as above shall be deemed to have been received: (i) in the case of post, three (3) working days after the day of posting; or (ii) in the case of email, two (2) working days after transmission, but only if sent to the correct email address (in accordance with Clause 4.4(a)) and no notice of delivery failure is received by the sender within that two-day period.
(c) The Researcher shall notify the University in writing if his/her postal or email address changes from time to time. If the Researcher fails to notify the University of any change to his/her postal or email address, and any notice concerning this Assignment or the revenue sharing scheme described in Clause 2.1 sent by the University to the Researcher’s last-notified postal or email address goes unanswered for more than [one hundred and eighty (180)] days,  then any amounts that may be due to the Researcher under such revenue sharing scheme will be deemed to be forfeited by the Researcher to the University. Should the Researcher subsequently contact the University (the date of such subsequent contact being the “Reconnection Date”), any amounts that may be due under such revenue sharing scheme from the Reconnection Date onwards will be paid to the Researcher.
4.5 Entire agreement. This Assignment constitutes the entire agreement between the parties and supersedes and extinguishes all previous and contemporaneous agreements, promises, assurances and understandings between them, whether written or oral, relating to its subject matter.
4.6 Governing law and jurisdiction. The validity, construction, and performance of this Assignment shall be governed by the laws of England and Wales and shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England to which the Parties submit.  Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, any question concerning the validity of any intellectual property right shall be subject to the law and jurisdiction of the country in which such intellectual property right exists.
Agreed by the Parties: 

	By
	For and on behalf of

	[Insert full name of Researcher]
	[Name of the University]


	________________________________
Signed
	_________________________________
Signed

	
	

	
	_________________________________
Name

	
	

	
	_________________________________
Position


	________________________________
Date
	________________________________
Date



Schedule

Assigned IP

[1	Inventions, Patents and patent applications]
	Title
	Inventor(s)
	Application Number
	Date Filed
	Publication Number
	Date Granted
	[Reference number]

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



[2	Copyright works, design rights, database rights, etc.]
	Description of [Copyright] work
	Date of creation of work

	[Insert details. For example, for software: “Copyright in the computer software known as [give name including names of modules] version [●], a master copy of which can be found in the following location: [●].”].
	[Insert details]



[3	Know-how]
[Insert a clear, precise and reasonably detailed description of any know-how to be included in this Assignment, including if applicable a description of where a master copy of such know-how can be found]

[4	Materials]
[Insert a clear, precise and reasonably detailed description of any materials to be included in this Assignment]
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